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BRITISII MEDICAL ASSOCIATION:

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR I872.
SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for I872 became due on January Ist.
Members of Branches are requested to pay the same to their respec-
tive Secretaries. Members of the Association not belonging to
Branches are requested to forward their remittances to Mr. FRANCIS
FOWKE, General Secretary, 37, Great Queen Street, London, W.C.

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.
SATURDAY, JUNE 8TH, 1872.

IRISH MEDICAL AFFAIRS.

ON the occasion of the annual meeting of the Poor-law 'Medical Officers'

Association of Ireland, on the 3rd June, Dr. Maunsell, the Honorary
Secretary, presented a report which touched on subjects of so great
general and professional interest as to deserve a very full and careful

consideration from the profession and the Poor-law medical officers of
the three kingdoms. As has been already explained, the primary in-

tention of this association is to combine the officers connected with the

Poor-law Medical Service, in the various unions, counties, and provinces
throughout Ireland, for the purpose of advancing their interests and

reducing their grievances. Individual exertion or complaint possesses
little weight; but the outspoken opinion on any subject within their

province of a body of men, including half of the medical profession of

Ireland, could lhardly be ignored by any authority. This was the prin-
cipal object which caused the formation of this Association; and, in full

sympathy with these objects, cognate to the purposes of the British

MIedical Association, we have heartily rendered to our Irish brethren
all the assistance in our power, and have made them welcome to the

hospitality of our columns. The interests of other members of the me-
dical profession being identical (as far as they go) with those of the
Poor-law medical officers, many of them have also joined the Irish As-
sociation; among them, the superintendent medical officers of lunatic
asylums as a body, and many others besides, too numerous to mention.
All are welcome. A great desideratum is to raise the status of
the medical officers, thus to increase their influence and power for use-

fulness, and to provide a channel through which all defects in the Poor-
law medical system may be brought to light, and discussed with a view
to their removal or amelioration. For instance, one object is to obtain
the whole payment and the salaries of medical officers from the State,
thus making them, to a certain extent, a branch of the civil service,
whereby promotion, increase of salary according to length of service,
and compulsory superannuation would take place. This would take
from /6o,ooo to /700,00 a year off the rates, and might with great
propriety be brought before the notice of ratepayers, boards of guardians,
and men-ibers of parliament. Sickness is not local, but national; and
it is but just that the expenditure caused by it should be national as
well. The question how the principle of promotion and increase of
salary with length of service may be best carried out, is a subject for
anxious conisideration; and the imposition of gratuitous and medical
duties is being watched with great jealousy. The want of such an
Association as this enabled the passing of the Dangerous Lunatics
Act, by which all dispensary medical officers are obliged (when called

upon to do so) to certify for dangerous lunatics " without fee or reward";
and particular care has to be taken that, in the progress of the Local
Government Board (Ireland) Act, gratuitous sanitation is not imposed
upon them in similar manner. Dr. Maunsell expressed the hope that
the medical officers of each county are in communication with their
members of parliament on this subject.

Dr. Maunsell then enumerated and briefly commented on the laws of
the Association. The first rule, "That the medical officers of each
union shall elect from among their own members an union representa-
tive", lie proposed to omit, because in many unions there were but two

medical officers, and in several only one. The fourth rule is: " That
in any union or county in which it may be deemed to be advisable to
do so, any member of this Association, although not being a Poor-law
medical officer, may be elected by ballot, to be either the union or county
representative." This, Dr. Maunsell stated, has proved to be a salutary
regulation, because it has been found that occasionally a gentleman un-
connected with the service possesses greater weight in the county, and
might, in the interests of the profession, adopt a course which it would
not be judicious for a Poor-law medical officer of the county or union
to take. Regarding the fifth rule, " That the thirty-two county repre-
sentatives shall form the Council of the Association", he remarked that
there are more than members sufficient to form a branch of the Associa-
tion in every county in Ireland, but in many of them a county repre-
sentative has not been elected, and, in consequence, the Dublin hono-
rary secretary is unable to communicate with the members when neces-
sary. It was hoped, therefore, that the name of a gentleman from each
county will be given in, with whom the general secretary may com-
municate when necessary. This would greatly diminish expenses.

Important work has been performed by the Irish Poor-law Medical
Officers' Association during the past year. One of the first steps towards
the principle of promotion amongst Poor-law medical officers in Ireland
took place when Dr. Burke, of the Islandeady Dispensary, was appointed
Poor-law Inspector in place of the late Dr. Hill. On this occasion, at
a meeting of the Dublin Branch of this Association, a resolution was
passed that the Poor-law Commissioners should be respectfully asked to
consider the claims of the service in filling this important vacancy, which
accordingly was done with the best results.
Lord O'Hagaln's Lunacy Regulation (Ireland) Bill, as introduced in

the House of Lords, contained a clause which would have imposed a
very serious obligation on medical men in general in Ireland. Not
only would they have been required to examine and certify for lunatics,
but also to send to a central office a very elaborate report on each case
within one week, under a penalty of £io. Provision was made in the
Bill for the payment of all persons concerned, with the exception of the
medical men. This having been brought by this Association under the
notice of Sir Dominic Corrigan and Mr. Mitchell Henry, owing to their
strenuous exertions and perseverance the obnoxious clause was with-
drawn, but not till it had arrived in the committee-room of the House
of Commrrons. In this instance, the Irish Association thanks the Poor-
law Medical Officers' Association of England for good and prompt ser-
vice. They held a meeting to protest against this imposition, and for-
warded, through their President, Dr. Rogers, a petition to Dr. Lyon
Playfair, for presentation to the House of Commons to the same effect.
Circulars were also sent by the Irish Association to every Irish member
of parliament, begging them to be present in the House, and see that
justice was done to the medical profession in the Bill.

Shortly before the close of the last session, Sir Dominic Corrigan,
MI. P., Mr. M 'Clure, M.P., and the Hon. David Plunket, Al. P., intro-
duced a Bill to amend the law relating to Dangerous Lunatics and
Dangerous Idiots, and to make more effectual provision for the Super-
annuation of the Medical Officers of District Lunatic Asylums in
Ireland. This Bill was read the first time and ordered to be printed;
but, it being late in the session, and many important measures standing
before, it could not obtain a second reading. In a slightly amended
form it will be brought forward again on the first fitting opportunity.
Under the Dangerous Lunatics Act (30 and 31 Vic., cap. i i8), the
justices may call to their assistance any dispensary medical officer, who
shall examine any person asserted to be a dangerous lunatic without fee
or reward. Up to the present time this may have pressed lightly on
most of the dispensary physicians, but it must be borne in mind that
they are all liable to be called upon to act at any moment; and within
the last eighteen months several actions were taken against medical
men in cases of dangerous lunatics, and in more than one heavy
damages were given against them.
The Local Government (Ireland) Bill now before Parliament is a

measure whose progress has been watched with considerable anxiety,
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as it will affect the Poor-law medical officers in no slight degree. This
Bill proposes to create a board for the purpose of carrying out the pro-
vixsions of the Local Government (Ircland) Act of last year. In doing
so, if it pass in its present form, it will absorb the Poor-law Commis-
sioners, and place at the head of the board the chief secretary for the
time being. WVhether this will increase the efficiency of the adminis-
tration of the laws for the relief of the poor in Ireland, or whether it
will benefit the Poor-law medical service in that country, time will tell.

Some of the best informed men on English Poor-law administration
lhold to the belief that the temporary appointment of the heal of the
late Englislh Poor-law Board (now Local Government Board) (the
gentleman who holds that appointment going out with every change of
Government) interfered with its efficiency, because tllere was not time
to master the subject, which is one of the most difficult on the whole
range of political economy, during his often short time of office. The
present Poor-law Commission for Ireland was appointed in 1847, wlhen
that country was in a condition of almost unparalleled distress. The
difference of the results of the working of the English and Irish systems
is very marked. In I848, the number of persons relieved in the work-
lhouses of Ireland was 610,463, and the number receiving out-door
relief was I,433,042 ; while in I870 the number who received in-door
relief in the workhouses was 230,429, and out-door but 53,884, and the
number of able-bodied paupers in the workhouses were hardly sufficient
to perform the domestic work of the institutions. It is interesting to
contrast this with the mean number of paupers at one time in receipt of
relief in England and Wales during the year I870, which was-in-door,
156,430, and out-door, 880,g30. The reason why there are five times
as many in-door paupers in Ireland as out-door, whilst there are nearly
six times as many out-door paupers in England and Wales as in-door, is
not that any stern rule exists in Ireland under the Poor-law Commis-
sioners, but because there are a Medical Charities' Act, and under it a

dispensary system that has been well organised by the Commissioners,
and efficiently carried out by the medical officers, and for this the Irish
Poor-law medical officers may now take to themselves credit. The
system has been twenty years working, and Dr. Maunsell stated that it
is improving every day. In England we have but two grades for the
poor, namely, in-door and out-door relief, both of whiclh pauperise and
consequently demoralise. In Ireland, as well as in-door and :out-door
relief, there exists Poor-law medical relief, which does not necessarily
pauperise or interfere with any of its rights of citizenship; and the poor
of Ireland avail themselves largely of this. In i870 the Irish Poor-law
medical officer-s attended 924,876 outdoor patients, besides 97,665
cases of sickness in the workhouse hospitals : these numbers include
140,220 cases of vaccination. They are not paid sufficiently for vaccina-
tion as to make it attractive. Legal obstacles are in the way of full
payment, even for the meagre sum of one shilling per case. Even in all
cases of application for increase of salary, the emoluments from vaccina-
tion bar the way. In calculating their superannuation, it is ignored.
All these things must cease to exist before vaccination will be perfect
i Ireland.
If the number of those who obtained Poor-law medical relief

were added to the number obtaining outdoor relief, it would read,
in comparison with indoor, thus-388309 to 230-429, bearing some
similitude to the English return. The real difference is this: In Eng-
land there are but two methods of treating the poor, whether sick or

wvell-namely, indoor and outdoor relief. The former costs in England
£9 I Is. Sd. per head per year; the latter £4 5s. 6d. In Ireland are

three systems-inidoor, which costs 66 4S. per head; outdoor, which
costs somewhat over /i per head, beinig 659, I8I for 53,885 persons for
the year I870; and Poor-law medical relief, which costs but 2s. 6d.
per lhead, which covers all medical expenses-that of dispensaries,
medicines, salaries of officers, etc. Now, giving the commissioners all
due praise for the organisation, the Irish Poor-law medical officers take
to themselves tie credit of carrying it out efficiently. It has been proved
to demonstration that sickness is the great factor of pauperism. MIr.
Goschen, when I'resident of the Poor-law Board, mentioned in Parlia-

ment that he believed it to be so to the extent of from sixty to seventy
per cent. ; therefore the Irish medical officers say that, under their effi-
cient dispensary system, they are mainly instrumental in the decrease of
pauperism, and, consequently, of poor rates; and in proof of the argu-
ment may be mentioned the fact that, while the poor rates are 6s. I I-Md.
per head of the population in England, they are but 2S. I I d. per head
in Ireland.
The Local Government (Ireland) Bill leaves the division of sanitary

authorities into urban and rural as the Sanitary Act of i866. The latter,
the board of guardians, has a medical staff; the former, the corporation
or town commissioners, as the case may be, has not. It is not the in-
terest of either of these authorities that the staff should act. The staff
will not undergo voluntary martyrdom, not even in the case of sanita-
tion ; therefore sanitary legislation is dead, and will always remain so

under urban and rural authority. Clause 3 of the bill enables the board
to appoint inspectors, auditors, clerks, messengers, etc., who shall be
paid. Amongst them are the bar and the nobility, but there is no men.
tion made of the payment of the medical men, who possibly may be con-
sidered the most suitable persons, in virtue of their profession, to
be entrusted with the maintenarnce of the health of the people. These
medical inspectors must of necessity, in most of the rural districts of
Ireland be Poor-law medical officers; and for the sake of economy and
efficiency, it will in the end be found advisable that they should be so in
all. In several counties in Ireland there are no medical men who are

not Poor-law medical officers : in seven counties there are fewer than
five medical men unconnected with the Poor-law; and in three more
there are fewer than ten. In the province of Connauglht there are but
twenty medical men who do not hold Poor-law medical appointments,
and it is most unlikely that any of these gentlemen would take the ap-
pointmentof MedicalInspectorif offered to them. Inthe causeofeconomy
and efficiency, the Poor-law Medical officers will be found to be the
most suitable, because, intimately acquainted as they must be with their
respective districts, they will at once perceive the correlation of insani-
tation and disease. They can give the necessary information more cheaply
than other medical men, who would of necessity be brought out of their
way to acquire it. It will probably occur, however, that both urban and
rural medical inspectors will be appointed, when it is possible, from
other than Poor-law medical officers, in the belief that they will obtain
the necessary information gratuitously from that source. Gratuitous
sanitation will be found to be inefficient, and most experienced lawyers,
wiser in their generation than medical men, have long since called legal
information afforded on such terms, " travelling opinions". Gratuitous
psychology has existed since I863 ; it now costs nearly /8,ooo a year,
and is steadily increasing. If a fee of one guinea for each certificate of
lunacy had been ordered, instead of compulsory examination " without
fee or reward", it would have cost less than £i,ooo a year, and have
been efficient.

BAD SITES FOR DWELLINGS.
IN building, two errors are possible and ever recurring-the erection of
a bad house on a good site, and of a good house on a bad site. If the
latter mistake be made, the dwelling, however well constructed, may not
be the safer of the two to reside in; for the natural disadvantages of soil
and aspect may counteract many of the benefits expected to arise from
the excellent arrangements of the architect; and, although not very
much can be said by way of pointing out what to avoid in the choice of
a site, beyond what would appear commonplace, and what ought to
be axiomatic with every one about to build, there are two or three
precautions which certainly deserve to be kept prominently before the
builder and the future dweller.
A bad house in town or city might be said to be one which would

contravene any of the chief rules of the Building Act. This Act, how-
ever, allows very much to be done that is inimical to health, and does
not quite put a stop to crowding and other evils. It will not allow the
builder to fall into many sins of commission; but the sins of omission
in reference to material, ventilation, drainage, are patent to any one
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who has leisure to watch the running up of a house in the more thickl1
populatel parts of London, where land is of high puice. The resul
is a close atmosphere in courts and backyards, an imperfect supply o
pure air to the house, and dark rooms where one cannot perceive th
obnoxious anid disease-spreading dust. Some of the model lodging
houses are bad enough, and would appear much worse if the collectec
statistic, informed us how many were removed from them just in timi
to die in teli workhouses and hospitals. In the better class of streets
there is tlie same tendency to cover over every available inch of back
yards and atmospheric cells, and to overhang the lower roofs with
verandalks and conservatories. An American is reported to have saic
that the pauper with us lives better than the free labourer, and the
thief better than the pauper; but he might almost have added that the
servants of some of the West End mansions, as far as regards the
necessary requirements of space, light, air, and sun, are housed worse
than either.
There are also the errors of building country houses in low and damp

situations, in the neighbourhood of stagnant and green-mantled pools,
fenny lakes, and sluggishly flowing rivers-the chosen dens of agues
and fevers. Again, not a few choose, probably for the poetry of the
thing, to erect their ancestral domicile in the "navel of a wood",
with the result of breathing a confined and shut-up air. As one con-
sequence of this, colds and catarrhs are rife after every great and sudden
change of temperature. The healthy rays of the sun, too, which have
been apostrophised as the automatic bath of Nature, obtain little or no
entrance upon the scene, save when, at their full power, they shine
-down upon the roofs and verandahs. Here they could be dis-
pensed with. Now a well-placed mansion will be found to be upon a
gentle slope, with no obstruction to the lateral external ventilation. It
will, however, be sheltered from the most obnoxious winds. It will
asso lie almost due north and south, so as to make the most of the
mornincg ai'd evenin(g sun. The breakfast-room will be on the east,
not on the niorth side; for to that aspect will be consigned the stores
on the ground-floor and basement, and the baths and closets on the
bedroom floors. If the maximum of comfort is to rule in the house
also, the dormitories will not derive their light from the north. The
drawing-room, for a patent reason, will be constructed in the sunny
south, with its adjunct, the conservatory; and in the sleepy west, the
dining-room, with its appendage, the billiard-room. There are very
few wise departures from the above rules.
We do not require to be told that better sites could now be chosen

for some of our city hospitals-notably Guy's, which is as behind the
Vrictorianl a,e as some later ones (such as St. Thomas's) are before it.
When, however, these large establishments are rusticated, there are
some things in the choice of a site which it would do well to bear in
mind. Professor Ansted, for instance, has shown that it is not always
wise to build upon a gravelly site. A drift gravel, tolerably free from
clays and loose sands, will pass muster; but if the gravels be found in
combination with boulder clays, or are of common river origin, it would
be wiser to go elsewhere for a site. Permeable gravels and sandy soils
are healthy; but, whilst impermeable clay soils are unhealthy, it would
be better to erect a mansion or hospital upon the latter, and to trust to
an abundance of concrete, than to erect such buildings upon an absorbent
gravel resting on non-absorbent rocks. These rocks would form a bar-
rier to a natural drainage, and the result would be an infiltration of
sewage and other surface impurities into the wells dug in the vicinity.
Thus the hygiene of an establishment will depend upon the composi-
tion of the rocks at a considerable depth; for the stagnant subsoil water
would be worse than the putrid surface drainage, which can be led to
a safe distance. By this it would appear that the architect must per-
force become a good geologist. Few, however, now spend large sums,
at least upon public buildings, without consulting the strata upon which
they propose to build; and, often before the architect is called in, re-
ports from his learned professional brethren have even been volumi-
nous.

There is a fastidiousness in choosing a site. It has been pointed

y out in a recent article on Haviland's maps, that some soils, and notably
It those of volcanic origin, as where tufa abounds, cause a considerable
f amount of depression of spirits and fatigue of body. A hint was even
Le thrown out, that to travel for any very considerable time upon asphalted

roads and pavements brought about a similar feeling of weakness,
dwhich only a change to the macadamised or paved roads would alle-
&viate. If this be true, it will not do to use asphalte for the paths in

our flower-gardens, as many of us are thinking of doing. A strange
sense of fatigue and dejection has even been experienced by the dwellers

hupon the indurated clays or rab soils of Wales, which a short sojourn
don the Silurian limestone or old red sandstone dispels. The alluvium
edeposits of Bordeaux have also been known to cause continued sleep.
elessness in some visitors to that city, for which a railway trip was the
eonly cure. These appear fanciful objections, and objections to which
ewhole counties and towns must apparently put up with. But the

strange does not always prove untrue; and it is not long ago that the
?peculiar fevers of Malta were satisfactorily traced to the geological for-
,mation of that island.

AT a recent meeting of the Brighton Medico-Chirurgical Society, Dr.
Cobbold, F. R. S., was unanimously elected an honorary member.

MR. WV. FOWVLER has given notice that he will, on the I ith June,
move for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the Contagious Diseases
Acts.

THE United Hospitals Athletic Club Sports, which have yearly
increased in popularity, will take place at Lillie Bridge Ground, West
Brompton, on Thursday, June 13th.

MIR. WALTER RIGDEN has been appointed to succeed Dr. J. D.
Thomas as Resident Medical Officer to IJniversity College Hospital.
The ball held last month in aid of the funds of the charity brought in
upwards of a hundred pounds.
AMONG the changes of medical interest which are intended to be

made by the German Government in the provinces of Alsace and Lor-
raine are the erection of two lunatic asylums, one in each province,
and the institution at Metz of a school for midwives and a lying-in in-
stitution.

HER MIAJESTY THE QUEEN has graciously permitted Dr. Poore to
wear the Order of the Danebrog, which was given him by the King of
Denmark in recognition of his services to the Princess Thyra during
her recent attack of typhoid fever. The permission to wear a foreign
order in England is very rarely accorded to a British subject, except
for services in the field.

PROFESSOR HUMPHRY, F.R.S., will commence his Course of Three
Lectures on Human Myology at the Royal College of Surgeons on

Monday, June 17th, at 4 P.m. They will be continued on Wednes-
day and Friday at the same hour. The lectures will discuss the morpho-
logy and teleology of the muscular system of man. We shall have
the satisfaction of publishing these lectures in the columns of the JOUR-
NAL, with the necessary illustrations. The first lecture will appear on

Saturday, the 22nd instant.

ILLEGAL PRACTICE IN PORTUGAL.
THE Portuguese Government has issued an order to the civil governors
of the districts in the kingdom, to immediately put in force the provi-
sions of the law against all persons practising any department of the
healing art without legal authorisation. Our contemporary the CorrelioAMedico de Lisboa thinks this plan of suppressing illegal practice much
less simple than that whiclh was put in force in 1448, when Manuel Gil,
surgeon-major, was commissioned, with the aid of three armed men, to
take summarily into custody all persons who exercised the medical art
without having proved themselves competent.
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LADY-DOCTORS.

OUR advertising columns to-day contain a novel announcement. The
Birmingham and Midland Hospital for Women wants a resident me-

dical officer possessing a medical degree or diploma granted after due
examination. Lady-doctors are admissible as candidates. This is the
first appointment of the kind which has been opened to ladies in this
country.

DINNER OF MIEDICAL OFFICERS OF PUBLIC SERVICES.
THE medical officers of the Army, Navy, and Indian serviceshad their
annual dinner on Thursday evening at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great
Queen Street. Among those present were: Sir T. Galbraith Logan,
K. C. B., Director-General of the Army Medical Department; Dr. Bur-
rows, President of the Royal College of Physicians; Mr. Hancock,
Vice-President of the Royal College of Surgeons; and Sir Alexander
Armstrong, K.C.B., Director-General of the Medical Department of
the Navy.

ST. 'MARY'S HOSPITAL MEDICAL SCHOOL.

THE annual presentation of prizes to the scholars and successful pupils
of the school will take place on Thursday next, June I3th, at 4 P.MI.
The chair will be taken by Thomas Hughes, Esq., M.P., who will de-
liver an address to the students.

TIIE ANATOMY OF BRIGHT7S DISEASE.

A FULL abstract appears to-day, in another column, of the paper by
Sir William Gull and Dr. Sutton, on the Pathology of the Morbid
State commonly called Bright's Disease, with Contracted Kidney, for
which they propose a new name-ar/erio-cajilary fibrosis-as being
more expressive of appearances which they have observed, and which
they consider to inidicate a hyalin-fibroid degeneration of the coats of
the minute arteries throughout the body. We publish also a commu-

nication from Dr. George Johnson, supplementing the remarks
which he made at the Society in the course of the discussion which
followed the reading of the paper. On that occasion, the specimens
of the authors were not submitted to examination by the members of
the Society. Since the paper was read, Dr. Johnson has had the
opportunity of examining them more minutely ; and he now states that
he is convinced that the appearances described by the authors as those
of hyalin-fibroid degeneration, are in fact nothing more than the result
of the action upon the tunica adventitia of the arteries of the glycerine
employed in mounting the preparations. Sir William Gull's prepara-

tons and those of Dr. George Johnson, illustrating the points at issue,
will be exhibited side by side at the Medico-Chirurgical conversazione
this (Friday) evening, and will no doubt be examined with much interest.

THE LOCK IIOSPITAL AND ADVERT'ISING CHARLATANS.

AT Marlborough Street, Mr. Shirley Deakin, House-Surgeon of the
Male Lock Hospital, Dean Street, waited upon Mr. Knox, at the
request of the Board of Directors, to state that a number of letters had
been received by the Board asking whether certain advertising and bill-
distributing unqualified practitioners were members of, or connected
with, the Hospital, and that it was the wish of the Board to make it
known as widely as possible that the persons in question had no

authority to refer to the Lock Hospital, or to use its name in any way.

One person, who used the name of Dr. Watson, and described himself
as Governor of the Lock Ilospital, had no connection whatever with the
Hospital, and was, in fact, unknown to the Board. Mr. Deakin held in
his hand a list of persons improperly practising in certain complaints in
London. These were the principal offenders, and were thirty in num-

ber. He also had a list of others in Manchester, Liverpool, Birming-
ham, and other large provincial towns, and he would be much obliged
by the magistrate informing him of the best way of proceeding against
these persons and of protecting the public, who were not only entrapped
by the aid of advertisements, but by the distribution of bills in the
public streets. Mr. Knox said he would most readily afford all the
assistance in his power to diminish, if he could not entirely eradicate,

what he conceived to be one of the greatest scandals of the metropolis.
There were two ways of proceeding-oneunder the Act which dealt
with unqualified and unlicensed practitioners, a conviction having some
time ago been obtained at that court; and the other by bringing to that
court all persoils found distributing offensive bills, and, if brought be-
forehim, he would most certainly send them to the Middlesex Sessions
for the purpose of ascertaining whether the county magistrates
would be inclined to second his efforts to abate an increasing nuisance.

Mr. Deakin thanked the magistrate, and promised to communicate the
result of the interview to the Board.

THE MEDICAL USE OF ALCOHOL.
AT a meeting of the members of the Islington Medical Society, held
onMay 28th, the following resolutions were adopted.

i. Moved by W. B. Kesteven, Esq., and seconded by N. II. Clifton,
Esq-" That this Society does not admit that there is any ground for
the belief that alcohol is carelessly prescribed by the general body of
medical men. The Society, therefore, protests against the recent de-
claration as uncalled for, unjustly laying a large body of professional
men under a stigma, and implying a confession in which the members
of this Society decline to participate."

2. Moved by Dr. J. Matthews, and seconded by Dr. H. J. Stokes-
"That this Society protests against a scientific question, such as the
therapeutic use of alcohol, being made the subject of a general declara-
tion, like that lately signed by many physicians and surgeons. This
Society, while desirous also that the medical profession should use its
influence in favour of temperance, and of legislation favouring temper-
ance, thinks the profession should act quite independently of any asso-
ciation holding extreme views."

3. "That the above resolutions be published in the weekly medical
journals."

THE NEW BERKSHIRE LUNATIC ASYLUM AT MIOULSFORD.
THE authorities of the handsome new Berkshire Asylum at Aloulsford
have issued their first report, which contains amongst other particulars
a statement of the work of the Building Committee, the expenses in-
curred in the new undertaking, which amount to£68,ooo, and an admi-
rable and carefully prepared medical report by Dr. Gilland, the Resi-
dent Physician and Medical Superintendent. The asylum estate con-
sists of nearly eighty acres of land, is on a dry soil, and the situation
presents other valuable natural advantages rendering it well adapted for
the site of an asylum. The building, a handsome structure approach.
ing the early English style of architecture, is planned to accommodate
two hundred and eighty-five patients. The internal arrangements,
which have been carried out under the superintendence of Dr. Gilland,
are very complete. The appendix to the medical superintendent's re-

port contains the ordinary asylum medical statistics.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.
AT the meeting held at the Guildhall, Worcester, in opposition to the
Public Health Bill, to which we last week referred, the chair was taken
by Mr. Willis, Mayor of Worcester, and was attended by a large num-
ber of members of local boards of health, Poor-law guardians, and
medical officers from different parts of Worcestershire. Mr. G. W.
Hastings addressed the meeting at some length, and moved the follow-
ing resolution: " That the Public Health Bill, now before the House
of Commons, fails to simplify and consolidate the law; that it perpetu-
ates conflicting jurisdictions unduly ; that it unduly interferes with local
self-government; that it compels a wasteful expenditure; that it entails
an unjust burden on the ratepayers; and that the further progress of the
bill, unless it be extensively amended, ought to be opposed in Parlia-
ment". Mr. Hastings proceeded to support each of the above allega-
tions against the bill. Mr. Randell (Evesham Union) approved many
of the proposals in the bill, the separation of rural from urban jurisdic-
tion, the appointment of inspectors, etc., and regretted it did not go
further and come into operation compulsorily at once. Dr. Woodward
and Dr. Strange represented the medical feeling on the measure. Mr.
Whittaker (chairman of the Worcestershire Chamber of Agriculture)
condemned the measure, and especially the extension of the centralisa-
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tion system. Mr. Southall (town clerk of Worcester) moved: " That
the protection of the health of the public is one of the first duties of the
Government; that judicious expenditure for that object would be a wise
economy, and that further judicious legislation for that object is impera-
tively required". Mr. Hastings consented to adopt this as preceding
his resolution, which (when thus amended) was put to the meeting, and
carried with few dissentients.

THE LIVERPOOL MEDICAL INSTITUTION.
THE annual dinner of the Medical Institution was held on May 30th,
at the Adelphi Hotel. Dr. Cameron, the president of the institution,
occupied the chair; Dr. Steele, the senior vice-president, acting as
croupier. They were supported by Dr. Vose, Dr. Turmbull, Dr. E.
Whittle, Mr. Shadford Walker, treasurer, Mr. Newton, secretary of
the society, and other medical gentlemen to the number of about
thirty. A glee party enlivened the company with a select list of vocal
music, and a most agreeable evening was passed.

THE HOSPITAL COT.
INDIVIDUAL or conjoint contribution for the purpose of supporting one
or more beds in a hospital is a phase of charity now very widely
recognised in this country. Most metropolitan hospitals afford evidence
of this, and the provinces are able to point to many instances of a cus-
tom so deserving of extension. Children's hospitals appear more par-
ticularly, however, to meet with favour in this way. The eye of visitors
to Great Ormond Street may have been caught by " The Atunt ?udy's
Magazine Cot," or "The Quiver Cot," or others, and learned that the
nomenclature of these was derived from the source of the subscription
for their maintenance. The Guildford folks, anxious to assist this
charity, have undertaken to contribute the amount, about £640 a year,
needed to support another bed on this principle, to be called " The
,Guildford Cot"; and, to raise a fund for the purpose, a public meeting
will be held, by the permission of Edward Futvoye, Esq., in the
grounds of Woodbridge House, Guildford, on Wednesday afternoon.

MEDICAL FEES.
A DECISION on this subject was given lately in the St. Helens County
Court, by Mr. P. Thompson, judge, in the case of Lyon v. Parker.
The plaintiff, a medical man, claimed LI igs. 6d. from the defendant,
a licensed victualler, for attending his sister-in-law professionally. Mr.
Lyon was called in to see the patient, and he treated her for a severe
attack of chronic bronchitis. When he had been attending her for a
week, he learned that the defendant, who hired him, was leaving town;
and, fearing to lose the money due to him, he sent a demand for the
amount, with a threat not to continue his services unless it were paid.Parker refused payment, and now contended that, as Mr. Lyon had
not finished his contract, but left it necessary for another medical man
to be called in, he was not entitled to charge. His Honour said he
had nothing to do with questions of professional etiquette; that if the
doctor thought his money in jeopardy, he had a right to demand it,and that the verdict should be for the plaintiff.

THE LEGAL TEST OF INSANITY.
AT an ordinary meeting of the Metropolitan Counties Branch on Wed-
nesday evening, the President, Dr. Russell Reynolds, read a carefully
prepared paper on the Scientific Value of the Legal Tests of Insanity.The final object, he said in conclusion, was to propose some mode of
remedying the evils which at present exist; and that which seemed to
promise the best results, was to inaugurate a conference between the
medical and legal professions, for the purpose of taking such steps as
might be thought most conducive to the end in view. He suggestedthat the following points should be considered. I. The arrival at a
better definition of insanity generally. 2. A revision of the tests of in-
sanity; (a) that based upon the existence of delusion; (b) that turning
upon the knowledge of right and wrong, and of the consequences of
actions. 3. An examination, in allits bearings, of the doctrine of par-tial insanity, and its responsibilities. 4. A revision of the distinction

between responsibility for criminal acts and capacity for civil acts. 5.
An inquiry into the mode of dealing with those whose mental condition
is impaired, but who are not, in the popular sense of the word, " in-
sane". 6. An examination of the possibility of dealing with those bor-
dering upon insanity, as at present recognised. 7. A determination of
the mode to be adopted in dealing with cases, both civil and criminal,
when insanity is alleged as a plea of innocence, or as a bar to disposing
power. 8. The possibility and desirability of doing away with the pre-
sent mode of investigation in a court of law; viz., by the calling of
skilled witnesses on different sides. 9. The possibility or desirability
of a court or of a commission to report on all cases of impending legis-
lative inquiry. Several members of the legal profession, including Mr.
Balfour Browne, Mr. Hume Williams, etc., were present by invita-
tion, and took part in the discussion which followed the reading of.the
paper. It was finally resolved, on the motion of Dr. Stewart, seconded
by Dr. Reynolds, " That the Council of the Branch be authorised, in
concert with the representative bodies of the legal societies, to form a
committee for the purpose of considering the questions brought forward
in the paper now read, with a view to the amendment, if possible, of
the existing law in reference to the responsibility of the insane."

SOIREE AT UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.
THE professors of University College, Gower Street, gave, on Wed-
nesday evening, a brilliant and unusually successful conversazione.
Some three or four hundred ladies and gentlemen were present, and
the company included most of the well-known medical persons in
the metropolis, as well as eminent persons otherwise distinguished.
Music, art, and science contributed entertainment, and the College
dispensed hospitality to its visitors.

DIETETICS OF PHTHISIS.
IN the discussion which followed Dr. Williams's late paper on the
Effects of Climate, at the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society,
opposite statements were made with regard to the diet of the Ice-
landers; and subsequently Dr. Horace Dobell wrote to Mr. Thorlakur
0. Johnsen, one of the few Icelanders in this country, to ask him for
a detailed statement of the diet of the different classes in Iceland. Mr.
Johnsen is an excellent authority. The following is his reply, just re-
ceived, which may be considered authoritatively to settle the question.

" The population of Iceland may be divided, as regards diet, into
two classes : the first class consists ofclergymen, merchants, magistrates,
doctors, and a few of the well-to-do farmers; the second class consists
of farmers, labourers, and servants.-Breakfast: Gruel made of milk
and water, with rye or barley, dried codfish or cold mutton, butter and
bread. During the summer and spring, the breakfast often consists
of fresh fish, such as codfish, soles, salmon, or trout; afterwards, either
gruel or coffee; and at some places eggs, especially eider-ducks' eggs.
-Dinner: Nine months in the year, salt mutton and barley-broth three
or four times per week. During the remaining three months-viz., Sep-
tember, October, and November-fresh mutton with turnips. In the
autumn, every farmer slaughters a number of his sheep, which he salts
down in casks for consumption. This salt mutton is, as a rule, so salt
that it has to be steeped in cold water twenty-four hours before it is
boiled, and even then it produces scurvy and other diseases of the skin
and blood, which is quite natural from the great want of vegetables.
The other three or four days of the week the dinner consists of dried
codfish, rye bread and butter, sometimes cold salt mutton or fresh fish,
where it can be procured. This meal is always finished by coffee.-
Supper is, as a rule, very light, consisting generally of gruel maCde from
barley or rye, mixed with milk and water. Where milk cannot be pro-
cured (which is often the case, especially amongst the poorer classes
who live on the sea-coast), coffee is generally the substitute. It is not
an easy matter to enter into all details, for in some places the poorer
classes are reduced to great hardships as regard food, especially in the
spring, before ships arrive from.abroad. A great many then eat young
seals, also parts of the whale, which is called in the Icelandic rangi,
and is, as a rule, a very favourite dish. In winter time, many have to
substitute tallowfor butter, and in some cases raw oil, both seal and cod.
liver oil. Amongst the poor farmers, a family consisting of seven or
eight persons will live on nothing else but the milk from one or two
cows, a few dried codfish, and perhaps a small quantity of rye, not
tasting either bread or butter, coffee or sugar, for months; even the
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flesh of sharks has been eaten by tht poor people, when driven to do
so by hunger; and from that cause I have heard that leprosy still exists
in a few cases. At all the fishing stations round the coast, where people
principally depend upon the sea, fish is the staple article for food both
for breakfast, dinner, and supper; and, when rye-meal gruel is not
added, coffee will follow. In many places, coffee is drunk four times
a day.-THORLAKUR 0. JOHNSEN.X-Mr. Johnsen adds in a postscript:
" I have just had a letter from a friend of mine in Reykjonik, stating
that a young man in the Latin school, about 2I years of age, is dying
from consumption."

EXCISION OF THE KNEE FOR GUN-SHOT WOUND: RECOVERY.
ExCISION of the knee-joint for gun-shot injury has proved so notori-
ously unsuccessful in military surgery, that authorities on the subject
are generally disposed to condemn it. An exception to the general
rule of fatality has, however, been recorded by Dr. E. Ritzmann of
Berlin, in the Berlinci- KAin. TVochenisclrift for June 3. The case was
that of a Prussian soldier, aged 24, who was shot through the right
femur, close above the knee, at the battle of Gravelotte, on August
i8th, 1870, and on October I3th was brought to Berlin in an arnbu-
lance train under the guidance of Professor Virchow. Considerable
suppuration set in, attended with severe remittent fever; and, on No-
vember gth, the joint was excised by Dr. Konig. The limb was put up
in plaster of Paris, the joint being left exposed, and a drainage-tube
being inserted to allow the escape of pus. The progress of the case
after the operation was remarkably favourable, there being only tem-
porary febrile disturbance in December and January; and, when the
patient was discharged on May 23rd, 1871, there was complete anky-
losis of the limb in a slightly bent position, with shortening to the ex-
tent of 21 inches. On September 26th, the patient gave a favourable
account of his condition.

SCOTLAND.
THE Edinburgh University Athletic Sports will take place on Wed-

nesday, June igth, in Greenhill Park, Morningside.

SMIALL-POX IN SCOTLAND.
SMIALL-POX in an epidemic form has virtually disappeared from Edin-
burgh, the number of fresh cases being scarcely above that observed
previous to the present epidemic. In Aberdeen, however, the hopes
entertained that the disease was steadily declining, have recently been
dispersed : one or two new cases have almost daily been received into
the epidemic hospital during the past fortnight.

IRELAND.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.

A MEETING was held on Monday, pursuant to the provisions of the
Supplemental Charter, to elect officers for the ensuing year. The fol-
lowing gentlemen were elected : Prcsidecnt-Dr. Frederick Kirkpatrick.
Vice-Presidaent-Dr. John Denham. Secrela;-y-Dr. William Colles.
Member-s of Couencil-William Hargrave, Robert Adams, WXilliam Colles,
Hans Irvine, Richard G. H. Butcher, Rawdon Mlacnamara, George H.
Porter, Benjamin AM'Dowell, Edward Ledwich, Alexander Carte, Jas.
H. Wharton, George XV. Hatchell, Albert J. Walsh, Wm. A. Elliott,
John Morgan, Edward Hamilton, Robert MI'Donnell, George H. Kidd,
and Philip Smyly, Esqrs.

SANITARY LEGISLATION FOR IRELAND.
A DEPUTATION of the medical profession waited last week upon the
Lord-Lieutenant to ask his Excellency to use his influence with the
Government to have a Royal Commission appointed for the purpose
of investigating the sanitary condition of Ireland, with a view to legis-
lation. The example of the Commission held in England and WVales
was referred to. His Excellency promised to have the subject care-
fully considered ; but expressed his belief that a Commission was not
required in Ireland, as the Government had ample means of informa-
tion, and were prepared to bring in a Bill.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE.
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BRITISH

MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, I872.
NOTICE is hereby given, that the AnnualAeeting for IS7y2 Will bDe held
at Birmingham, on the 6th, 7th, 8th, and gth days of August next.
May 23rd, I872. FRANCIS FOWKE, Gener-aZ Sec)c!ary.

Annual Meeting, August I872.
Notice of Motion by DR. A. B. STEELE.
That the Treasurer be authorised to pay the travelling expenses of

members attending the meetings of Committee of Council, and of its
Subcommittees in all cases in which provision for such payment does
not already exist.

Notice of Mlotion by Dr. A. B. STEELE.
That Laws 15 and I6 be so altered as to read as follows.
Law 15.
i. The subscription to the Association shall be one guineajc;-i a;ziuni,

which shall entitle each member to receive the publications of the Asso-
ciation for the current year. The subscription shall date andl be coi-
sidered due in advance on the Ist of January in each year, except in
the case of a member admitted on or after the Ist July, when the sub-
scription for such part of a year shall be half a guinea in advance.

2. Any member whose subscription shall not have been paid on or
before the 3Ist December of the current year shall be suspended from
all privileges of membership ; and at the end of the succeeding year, if
the arrears be still unpaid, he shall cease to be member, and shall be
ineligible for readmission until he shall have paid all arrears dule at the
period of his suspension.

3. Any member wishing to withdraw from the Association shall give
written notice of his intention to the General Secretary on or before
the Ist December of the current year; and neither withdrawal, suspen-
sion, nor erasure of a member's name from the books of the Associa-
tion, shall be deemed either in honour or equity to relieve such mern-
ber from his liabilities to the Association.

THE ANNUAL MUSEUM.
THE Committee invite contributions of the following articles.

I. New or improved Surgical Instruments or Apparatus.
2. New Drugs or Pharmaceutical Preparations.
3. New Articles of Diet for Invalids.
4. New Medical Works.
5. Pathological Specimens, wet or dry; and Casts, Photographb,

Drawings, or Diagrams, illustrative of Pathological Conditions.
6. Preparations, etc., illustrative of Diseases of the Organs of Circu-

lation; aiid Instruments employed in their detection and treatment. It
is the intention of the Committee to arrange these in a separate depart-
ment of the Museum.

Contributors are requested to send a description of the matters
which they propose to exhibit to the Honorary Secretaries before July
i3th, as it is initended to issue a printed catalogue.

CHARLES J. BRACEY, M.B., Old Square, Birming,ham.
ROBERT JOLLY, M.D., Newhall Street, Birminglam.

ABERDEEN, BANFF, AND KINCARDINE BRANCH.
AN ordinary general meetinc of the above Branch will be held at
Annand's Hotel, Inverurie, on Saturday, June 8th, at 2.45 P.IM.
Members intending to be present, are requested to send their names

to Mr. Annand or the Secretary, so that the dinner may be arranged
for. ALEX. OGSTON, Ml.D., Hozona;y S,'c;atary.

Aberdeen, June 4th, I872.

SOUTH MIDLAND BRANCH.
THE sixteenth annual meeting of the above Branch will take place at
the Board Room of Harpur's Charity, Bedford, on Tuesday, June 25th,
at I P.M. ; A. D. MACKAY, M.B., President, in the Chair.
The members and friends will dine together at the Swan Hlotel, at

4 P.M. Tickets, exclusive of wine, 5s. 6d. each.
Gentlemen desirous to read papers, or to bring forward cases, are

requested to communicate with Dr. Bryan without delay, in order that
notice may be given in the forthcoming circular to announce the meeting.

J. M. BRYAN, M.D. } II ora;y Sccre/ariWM. MOXON. ) es.
Northampton, June 4th, I872.


